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An attempt to translate the Mah A kammavibha N ga Sutta

Kuo-pin Chuang

Yuan Kuang Institute of Buddhist Studies

Summary

This paper is an attempt to translate the Mah A kammavibha N ga Sutta ( 57 [J[] ~# 5% ), which
appeared in the Majjhima-Nik Aya ( lﬁ[ﬁdﬂ??ﬂ) , into Mandarin. The present article is divided
into two parts, the first part is the introduction, then followed by the translation. A parallel sutta can be
found in the Madhyama A gama (T 1, 706b-708c), which is basically identify with the Pali version,
with minor differences only. There are two English translations for this sutta, one is by 1.B. Horner in
1959, the other one is by Bhikkhu N AN amoli and Bhikkhu Bodhi in 1995. The commentary of

Buddhaghosa is also referred to in the footnote when it is available.

Key words : Mah A kammavibha N ga Sutta, Pali languish, Translation of sutras , karma -~ Karmic

Fruition
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A caturaNge pi andhakAre samantA yojanaT ThAne tilamattam pi saNkhAraM mamsacakkhunA va
passati. ayal ca paribbAjako na dUre gAvutamattabbhantare vasati. kasmA bhagavA evam AhA ti?

samAgamadassanam sandhAy ' evam Aha.
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BPMA, v, 16-17: ayoniso umm ujjisatl ti anupAyena slsam nlharissati. idaJ ca pana bhagavA jAnanto:
n ' eva dibbacakkhunA na ctopariyaJANena na sabbalJutaJANena jAni, adhppAyen ' eva pana aJJAsi.
kathentassa hi adhippAyo nAmam sujAno hoti. kathetukAmo glvam paggaNhAti hanukaJ cAlet
mukham assa phandati sannislditum na sakkoti. bhagavA tassa tam AkAram disvA: ayam UdAyi

sannislditum na sakkoti. Yam abhUtam tad eva kathessatl ti oloketvA va aJJAsi.
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Ke ca a JJatithiyaparibbAjakA bAIA avyattA ke ca tathAgatassa mahAkammavibhaNgaM jAnissa nti.
Bhikkhu Bodhi 7% % ‘But who are these foolish, thoughtless wanderers of other sects, that they
could understand the Tathagata's great exposition of action? i UL EE= JUPHAY It 3 - E’ﬁﬁgﬁtiﬁr[ﬁ
GRUINSESE § ?m/ﬂ Y5342 Horner % - | % “there are foolish and inexperienced wanderers who
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PMA, iii, 15: UpAlisutte pana © manokammam mahAsAvajjataram paJJApemi pApassa kammassa
kiriyAya pApassa kammassa pavattiyA, no tathA kAyakammam no tathA vaclkamman ' ti bhagavatA
vuttam atthi. if?ﬁ M i, 373.

Bhikkhu Bodhi 1995: 1255, footnote 581 -

PMA, v, 16: s A kathA tithiyAnam antare pakaTA jAtA tam gahetvA esa vadati: atthi ce SA samApattl
ti imam “ kathan nu kho bho abhisaJJAnirodho hotl ti PoTThapAdAsutte uppannam
abhisaJJAnirodhakatham sandhAya vadati.

PED 70 -
Walshe 1995: 553, footnote 205.

VRO > A LRI nirodha-sam A patti - F%gﬁ?i?ﬂf&-lfl@ﬁﬁzlt » Ji*% Paul J. Griffiths, On

Being Mindless , USA : Open Court Publishing Company, 1986.

PMA, v, 19: pubbe v A  ssa tam katam hotl ti yam iminA dibbacakkhukena kammam karonto diTTho,
tato pubbe katam. Pubbe katen pi hi niraye nibbattati, pacchA katena pi nibbattati.

PMA, v, 19: mara NakAle vA pana khandho seTTho seTTho sivo seTTho pita mahAseTTho
issarAdlhi vA loko seTTho ti AdinA micchAdassa nena pi nibbattat' eva.

PED 498 -

PMA, v, 20: bahukasmin hi akusalakamme AyUhite balavakammam dubbalakammassa vipAkam A
paTibAhitvA attano vipAkassa okAsam karoti, idam abhabbam abhabbAbhAsam nAma. akusalam
pana AyUhitvA Asanne kusalam katam hoti tam kusalassa vipAkam paTibAhitvA attano vipAkassa
okAsam karoti, idam abhabbam bhabbAbhAsan nAma. bahumhi kusale AyUhite balavakammam

dubbalakammassa vipAkam paTibAhitvA attano vipAkassa okAsam karoti, idam bhabbam ¢ ' eva



bhabbAbhAsaJ ca. kusalam pana AyUhitvA Asanne akusalam katam hoti tam akusalassa vipAkam

paTibAhitvA attano vipAkassa okAsam karoti, idam bhabbam abhabbAbhAsan nAma.
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% %J mogha ?j?’, ﬁ:ﬁﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁ#ﬁﬂ*ﬁﬁ”ﬁm EE J%'J WpuE Rl - PMA, v, 15: tattha mogham ti
tuccham aphalam.
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ettha dAni mayaM there bhikkhU kiM vakkhAma, yatra hi nAm ' evaM navo bhikkhu satthAraM
parirakkhitabbaM maJdJissati? Bhikkhu Bodhi 3% ‘There now, what shall we say to the elder
bhikkhus when a young bhikkhu thinks the teacher is to be defended thus?'(Bhikkhu Bodhi

1995:1088) - [ FHMFHINFHREI0F g FnE T RLE A GEETIPVERT Y L R
@“EJEFG ffFJ;V #Hi o (! Horner & - [l[JZ&+% ‘Now, why should we speak to monks who are Elders when
even a newly ordained monk thinks that the Teacher should be defended thus?' (Horner 1959:255) - i
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