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>The Relationship between the Maitreya Cult and the

Buddhist Schools in the Tang Dynasty

Wang Jiuan
Lecturer,Department of Chinese Studies, Chinese Culture University

Summary

Around the 4th century CE the cult of Maitreya was introduced into China.
Flourishing during the Northern and Southern Dynasties it became the most
popular pure land faith in early Chinese Buddhism. Today, however, pure
land practitioners strive for rebirth in Sukhavati and have no affinity to
Maitreya's pure land. This shift from Maitreya to Amitabha is doubtlessly an
aspect of the history of Chinese Buddhism worthy to be researched in depth.
The Tang Dynasty which might rightly be called the pivotal period when the
Maitreya cult began to decline deserves special attention. The present paper
aims at understanding the development of the Maitreya cult within orthodox
Tang Buddhism by studying the schools as a first step. The main points
covered are:

1. The vigorous propagation of the Maitreya cult by the Dharmalaksana School.
2. Its decline caused by the Pure Land School.

3. The interrelationship between the Tien-tai School and the cult of Maitreya.
4. The new Maitreya image of the Chan School.

5. How the Hua-yen School elevated its position through the cult of Maitreya.

6. The Vinaya School's inclination toward the Maitreya cult for the sake of the propagation
of the faith.

7. New aspects of the Maitreya cult introduced by the Esoteric School.
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