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The Buddhist Life and Thoughts of Ch’ien Ch’ien-i
(BFUR)

Lien Jui-chih
Lecturer, Providence University

Summary

Historians have paid attention to the literary achievements of the Buddhist
lay devotee Ch’ien Ch’ien-1 (1582~1664). His writings also contain,
however, important but little known information on the late Ming period.
The significance of these Buddhist materials and the position of Ch’ien
Ch’ien-1 in Buddhist history in the late Ming period are the main questions
raised in this essay. More specifically, this essay attempts to explore the
significance of Ch’ien Ch’ien-1’s writings for changes in Buddhist thought
from “practical learning” (ching shih #%1f ) late in the Ming period to
something much closer to what I describe as practical action of early in the
Ch’ing period. “Practical learning” was promoted by the three eminent
masters (san-ta shih = “~[f]): Yun-ch’i Chu-hung [543 ¥£%.], Han-shan
Te-ch’ing [%]|#}%], Chin-po Chen-k’o [ZA71H! T’ ]).

While accepting “practical learning,” Ch’ien Ch’ien-i attempted to push
Buddhist thought one step further into practical action. This essay discusses
Ch’ien Ch’ien-i’s activist Buddhism in two parts. The first part considers the
friends of Ch’ien Ch’ien-i, including the three eminent monks as well as the
masters of the Hua-yen and Ch’an schools. The second part discusses
Ch’ien Ch’ien-i’s thoughts on Buddhism, and especially on the linkages of
his thoughts on practical learning with his popular writings in support of
practical action in three areas: (1)improving the quality of scriptural
research in Buddhism; (2)attacking the misguidance of Ch’an practices; and
(3)participating in the political movement to combine Confucian values with
Buddhist belief.
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