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ma'i tshogs rnams thams cad zil gyisgnon, de bzhin stobs bcu

mnga’ bathub pa khyod, rang gi slob ma skartshogs zhabs[128

] ’bring mnga’ ’jigrten thams cad zil gyis mnan mdzadcing, ye

shes ’od rnams kyis kyangsim par mdzad.

drang srong dper na gdugs Kyi dkyil’khyor ni, ’jig rten thams ca

d zil mnanrab tu Ihan, mi yi nyi ma khyod kyangde bzhin te, blo

gros ’od kyis ’jig rtenkun zil gnon.
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na gnas pa ni lhathams cad zil gyis mnan cing lham melhan ne

Ihang nge’o, de bzhin dubcom |dan ’das gdan seng ge’i khri |
abzhugs pa yang Iha dang bcas pa’i’jig rten zil gyis mnan cing

Iham melhan ne Ihan nge’o.
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ji ltar ka ba rin chen sna tshogs brgyan, de Itarrgyal ba mtshan

= o

gyis brgyan par blta.
mi g.yo ma ral ji ltar rdo rje *dra, khor yug ri nirlung gi bu skyes

’dzin, de Itar bde gshegsbskal
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pa phyogs ’dzin cing, phan dang Idan zhingbyams Idan chos k
yang che.

ji ltar chu la sa dag rten pa dang, ji ltar rlung lachu yang rten pa
dang, ji ltar nam mkha’ la nirlung rten pa, da Itar rgyal ba yon t
an kun labzhugs.

ji ltar sum cu rtsa gsum ri rab rgyal, lhan nelhag ge thams cad
yongs su rgyas, de Itar bdegshegs ri rab Ita bu yang, rin chen t

shogs kyinang na bzhugs pa mdzes.
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The Buddha’s Physical Splendour - Probing into
Some Aspects of the Relevant Similies in the

Bodhisattvagocaropayavisayavi-kurvitanirdesa

Friedrich F. Grohmann
Associate Researcher,Chung-Hwa Institute of Buddhist Studies

Summary



Despite its wide currency in modern Taiwan, the term 44 as well as the
concepts connected therewith in the Buddhist tradition have hardly been
subjected to academic endeavour. In order to begin to remedy this situation
the present paper draws attention to the depiction of the Buddha’s
effulgence in the nidaana of the
BodhisattvagocaropayaviSayavikurvitanirdesa. The relevant prose and verse
portions of the three versions translated directly from Indian originals are
presented as a critically edited synopsis. On this basis, the Tibetan and
Chinese renderings of the key term “to obscure” are analyzed philologically,
and it is demonstrated how the knowledge derived from this analysis helps
to gain a correct understanding of similar passages in other sutras. This leads
to the discussion of one of the similies used to describe the Buddha’s

spendour—the vaidiirya jewel. It is shown that the Agamas ~Nikayas

generally employed this simile to express bility of the Buddha instead. It is,
of course, in this sense that the
BodhisattvagocaropayaviSayavikurvitanirdesa makes use of it. The direct
source of this text, however, and this refers to all similes, not just vaidturya,
is not the Agama Literature, but with high probability the
Pratyutpanna-buddha-sammukhavasthita-samadhi-siitra. Yet the author(s) of
the BodhisattvagocaropayaviSayavikurvitanirde$a did not slavishly copy
their source as the meaning of “clear visibility” is distinctly different — in
the Pratyutpanna-buddha-sammukhavasthita-samadhi-siitra it refers to a
meditative practice, in the BodhisattvagocaropayaviSayavikurvitanirdesa it
is adduced to underline the Buddha’s grandeur.
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