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Lee Chih-fu
Researcher and Director, Chung-Hwa Institute of Buddhist Studies

Summary

Buddhism is originally a religion in India. It is onepart of the Indian culture.
The characteristic of Indianculture is religion. The highest ethic of Indian
religionis the seeking of liberation. However, it is still based on the ethic of
humanism.

Basically, the Chinese culture is humanistic. Therefore, its ethic also stresses
on humanism, in particular, morality. Consequently, in the eyes of Chinese
people, " morality " has almost become a pronoun of " ethic ".

The morality of western people is to ask whether one should do or not, and
their ethic 1s to ask whether one thing is good or not. The culmination of
ethic is truth, goodness and beauty. The western theologists ascribe truth,
goodness and beauty to God.

The religious ethic of Indian people is similar to that of western religion,
while their humanistic ethic is similiar to that of Chinese moral ethic.
Among Indian religions, except Jainism, Buddhism is the religion which
promotes peace most.

This paper examines the spirit of peace in Buddhism from three aspects.
From the angle of history, most Indian experors, after taking refuge in
Buddhism, would change from cruelty tokindness. From the angle of
literature and scipture, there areno disrepectful and rude words but full of
compassion and benevolence. From the angle of infulence, the kings and
even common people who believed in Buddhism were mostly prone to
peace.

In the history of India, the period of Buddhism is called the Age of
Commercialism. After Buddhism was introduced into China and even
South-
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eastern Asia, a commercial society was also evolved. Nowadays, Buddhism



1s prospering in the whole world. It is also an age of economic taking-off in
China, Buddhism may worth reflectionin modern Chinese society.

&5 © 1.Ethics  2.The period wihch Buddhism commercialism
.Humanistic spirit
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