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On “To the Extent that the Mind of a Bodhisattva

is Pure is his Buddha-land Purified”

Bhikkhu Hui-min
Associate Professor. National Institute of the Arts

Summary

There is a very close relation between the concept that "To the Extent that
the Mind of a Budhisattva is Pure is his Buddha-land Purified" in The
Teaching of Vimalakirti siitra, the thought of Mind-only Pure Land, and
"Earthly" Pure Land. How have Chinese commentators interpreted this
statement? How did this statement become established? What,
concretely, is Pure land practice? How should the stages and steps in this
progress be treated? How is this related to "The mind is pure; therefore,
living beings are pure"? May we take this statement as evidence that The
Teaching of Vimalakirti asserts " mind-only"? How should the "pure



mind" be interpreted? This essay examines and compares extant Chinese
translations of the suutra as well as commentators' interpretations. I refer
to explanations in Nagarjuna's Great Wisdom Discourse and other works as
well as researchs done by modern scholars, to reach the following
conclusions.

(1) For the disciplining and great favour of living beings, the bodhisattva who are on the
path to supreme and perfect enlightenment acquire Buddha-land and practice the
purification of his Buddha-land.

(2) The eighteen practices for the purification of his Buddha-land: If practice is pure, living
beings are pure; if living beings are pure, his Buddha-land 1s pure. By means of these
eighteen practices, the Bodhisattva purifies himself as well as all living beings; this 1s
why 1t 1s said, "if practice 1s pure, then living beings are pure." The purified living
beings of this practice become companions and reach his Buddha-land in their next life,
which 1s why 1t 1s said, "if living beings are pure, then his Buddha-land 1s pure."

p. 43

(3) The Hui-yiian's (£%5 » 523~592 ) Commentary and Chi-tsang's (‘F‘, JE > 549~623)
Commentary cite "the theory of Stages in practices for thepurification of his
Buddha-land" in the Seng-chao's ( I'ﬁFTgf » 3747~414 ) Commentary which they match
with the thirteen Stages in the progress towards Buddhahood.

For example, the Bodhisattva Caste Stage, the Practice Progress Stage...... the
Seventh Stage 1s delivering living beings, the Eighth 1s the purification of his
Buddha-land, the Ninth is the purification of teaching, the Tenth is the purified
wisdom, the Diamond mind universal enlightenment Stage is the purified mind, and the
Buddha Stage 1s the purified merit. However, this conflicts with Nagarjuna's Great
Wisdom Discourse, in which the Seventh Stage 1s complete selfbenefit, the Eighth and
the Ninth are benefiting self and others, teaching living beings and his Buddha-land
may be purified.

(4) The Hsuan-tsang Translation and the Kui-ji's ( #F El » 632~682 ) Commentary explain
by means of the model that Eighteen practices for the purification of his Buddha-land
— Purify all feeling beings — Purify his Buddha-land. Teach to deliver living
beings. This is similar to the quote in Nagarjuna's Great Wisdom Discourse, form the
Mahaprajiia-paramita-sutra: "Benefit all living beings to purify his Buddha-land.
Purifying his Buddha-land, all kinds of wisdom are attained. When the Dharma Wheel
18 turned, rightly place living beings in the Three Vehicles, so that they may attain
complete Nirvana."



(5) "When the mind is pure, Buddha-land is pure" may not be taken to mean that when
one's own mind 1s pure, the Pure Land 1s created automatically. Rather, when the
mind of a Bodhisattva 1s pure, living beings disciplined by him are pure, when living
beings are pure; his Buddha-land 1s pure; the key point 1s the purity of living beings

(6) The "pure mind" in this statement should be understood as the Non-mind, the

Non-mind mind, the inexistence of mind of the Mahaprajia-paramita-sutra and the Ma
dhyamika school.  This accords more closely to the basic thinking of The Teaching of
Vimalakirti satra. The interpretation of the "mind" as the Eighth Consciousness by
the Kui-ji's Commentary 1s a kind of viewpoint from the Yogacara school

p. 44

(' The present paper was presented at the "The Chung-Hwa International
Conference on Buddhism" on JUly 19~21, 1997 )

#54 © 1.The Teaching of Vimalakirti siitra 2.pure mind 3.deliver
living beings  4.purify Buddha-land

[1] *~ 14 > 538c4~5 «
CHED TITRLE = LR R PSR - s (=P - fl)
i 2 PR A WP, (14 520021~23 )

O TR BV LR (FRISERSI L e R

Bl Y 2 [‘ET:E%?, feef 1= B85 > A[TRLYTRLERIH P34

(7 14 > 559¢23
~25 )

[2] (3EE) L*Erflﬁ'li’ﬁ?miﬁ? S TR R RETH PR e
[ YRS IBEA Y =, (N 145 520a4~6)

3] (o) red = oo R AR R T -
B = B A BEIE - B ?f‘“uwﬁf i
+ EJ# il o EJ[% ?Bﬂ 9 AT o?% (25T ;A
) [T SR o A T DA S

b AL s % R i


http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1002.htm#nt1
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1002.htm#nt2
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1002.htm#nt3

ISR <l A B
w~o R VRIRLE R 25 i A

iyt ZEn IE%E# »elE R4 o (PN 38 1023229~b9)

4] (FLHA) rrﬁ#”r‘@f Lo HAREH P (A 385 1023¢241.) -

(BR=)Y) M yER: = el 4 = OAIKFLA;FQ =8 [gumdﬁﬁj (™~ 38>
335a13f.) -
(5] (HLA) S 7B o g e S < A TR )

R (ﬁ“'qu»*@[ [FA R P ISR o FIPI < PR £ =
ELZER | puw B U TR Ij:g_ﬂ s pUE > 4T g .

PRSI s A _Fi,ﬂ;i;g 2 B TISEER e (8 38 1024a25
~29) o

[6] (EE)Y : ()F % (asaya) + -~ Q)i %% (adhyasaya) + -
(3)F TpES s (AFEE ﬁiﬂ«b\j (== 1983 18)

[7] <<*Fﬁ#ﬁﬂ§5§'l>> (A 8:-408b~c) ; (Ht3k) (~8:136a~b) ;
(M) (N 70411c ~4c) » (7 60 1035b~8c) » (~ 7-749¢

~751b)

] CHAD BRI R QS ERS A ()1
S (4o T i - (5)-T mﬁﬁ%{nn@ (6)=17
e SRR () FSEEE I P (8101 * Pt )

EREE - RS (10)=1F S0 HloiEist e (8 140 520b16~21) -

r —nurnw ,g

b

o] © F%"’[ HE ’?’:‘351[3521{'? Ty B B e % ? o
G DR W R w B s 9BV

~ TRE . (N 385 337a25~29)


http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1002.htm#nt4
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1002.htm#nt5
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1002.htm#nt6
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1002.htm#nt7
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1002.htm#nt8
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1002.htm#nt9

0] 1) : Rl o fUfes - ) Eo S g - B
Fo B 7 L o e BTN ] S ffﬁf (o [k eﬁ‘ﬁ[ﬂﬂj Ea
L I L o ] b (S ’ﬁ%w o [REENE S s ]
'Lﬁ%ﬂ* RLT BT o SV R ESE o 6 Wﬁ%ﬂk si@: £y ’ﬁ il
S R F%‘IJW{ WEJE‘F%I* AR S = T I'*‘Eﬂ"fe" ’
c[i/[lﬁfm °ﬁT’ Iz PRSI S EPRE o R R 'F S G
o [FEy[IFL = o EI“H 1[_( s pLEIpU= A By Irx"d}"ﬁ ¥, 4= Mﬂ*_i F”Isr
EHLEJIW*HL&I HIIE ﬁuﬁ’f; #ﬂg%*iﬂl IZE E LR o [
VTGNIEES S TSR < o N ClE= S LA Y
FrvBLE < Wm4ﬁi”%ﬁ’“%ﬁ?ﬁww4ﬁw4w
E_IE"H 15 HIROEE > fLTeBY S o JuPYRETY L C B0E cﬁfrdiﬁl FEse
R BRGSO AR A - B
HI=381H > S8 o Bkl oS & e > fii- - Jﬁ”@'?'ihl ’ IE"J#E'PI*”J o
IS )= B (2 SN s 4 0 Al = st Ak (A 38

437b27~cl19)

CPzt) T - BT eo o Az sz “ohelis o prasie iy 2 FAT P 7 o
I [ B ’;"”J ,F‘ oo IS P PR FELAE S
@%Nf’@ﬁﬁi’ﬁ%% SR FRAE p%ﬁﬁ°~%ﬁﬁ
[ BRI o PPy =A by f'%ﬁ?f”ﬁ%{ S EpEE o TR o 3
E’?“J‘H RS R IR e MRS o B e JuERET
FEOE O BB o A i“ﬁ‘}ﬂ?ﬁ?ﬁ'i@'ﬁéﬁf ’ ch'i*aF SE R 15

B BERSIS o RS S RS e T e (38 930a7
~17)

L] ' RAF I L OIRLE fee( DT 7 R ()R E A st » BEH A
EEG)PIE (b= o JE“Q% JLII#(4)E'U EiET R [ T HESE(S)
I JIFF' ,[sﬂ_ IERLO)FE 55 *5' > FEE SEE()PIE ] > R AR (8)
[Ej a5 BRI FEse 1) - et i e J[ﬁ(IO)E'U E RIS Y
4o FEE SR P (ADRE iEEE S R SO E i)
?ﬁ’ﬁ‘rﬁiﬁ!‘z%i@ﬁ%ﬁ(l3)E'lJ EEEIRRT R EE Rt HE Jzaﬁw?"
FEEL BRI HAS I pEsy = - FEH s = (1e) HIEpmspne -

e (D HIEasEr b - (X 145 559611~22)

[11
HiA
i
[

12 1 (HLA) (D~@)F 1™ 277 B+ PR3 - E’\HIF J{ = HHl o
ERT RV R 7R YOS 5 Fel A  p


http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1002.htm#nt10
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1002.htm#nt11
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1002.htm#nt12

Bt B SR o P s o T S FI g‘g},qﬁl—%ﬁ,&v
A Byt s °‘FT['FJJ*§EIPF‘?1 EVRRT o 1 P v
L3 F' ~f j[“' %‘:Ji J”fJEI . Fl%ﬂ;di s WEFIP TS
i ) R (R 207 R
?ﬁyg}%'\fy F(F[";‘JT{_{FLJIWE%’Q‘T{- FIG[FS 5 o B e

EHES o BYER P B N (N 385 1026b24~c6)

[13] (9)~(10)™ | ufilt » BERg-—4 PR 5 o HOF[1F 2 ¥ gl > ]

Eﬁm[ﬂﬁ«%ﬁ# N g 7 PENS J;&E[ RRED o PRI M o E["%ﬁﬂ[ﬂ ,

@‘%E}i ’ﬁ,’f[EHFﬂJ],EJE Ej[ﬁ ’ %‘?%pj'fﬁ“" =75 A B
ORI P B BT RLP e PR RS 9

an il FIREE  Pleqmss FUd g e (7 380 1026613~20)

[14] (1) ~(17)™ ) 8 PS4 A R0l o [y o - RS (7]
AN BN o P TS - LRSS o A
Mg+ o R BRAS [IRE |ﬂj FTSFEJ# FF o IR [t 4 ?’J}Fﬁ » &

LWo&%%ﬁwﬁﬂﬁ@m@Ew o BPREE S G -
%ﬁ@“’§%%Eo§ﬁ3§”’¥“$°~”@ﬂ[“]°¥ﬁ“
N’@%@ﬁ’$EW%’§TEH Wi@ﬁ%ﬁ@i°:ﬂﬁﬁﬁ
Ko WEHE S PR I'E'F" NS Rl A *EJ‘I%ﬁ S U I
fie EPERG R 0 2 f»%*ﬁ*ﬂﬁy’ MR ORS¢
= OTHIERE fgéj&@ HE o FFI&E ol s I E o A el
FRLE o sl B L ﬁ P o PR P! R
EESAERE RS RN S RS vl Lo BT 1

G SRR i e (X 38 1026621~1027210)

[15] r%jﬂ}l DAREY IS S o yE i_ sl Bl EJP‘I F\L%EE}”E U}:DJE[ i
ﬁ“ﬁ%ﬁf& MER) o PR LR o (N385 337Tbd~6) o

[16] "Rl e GEISISH o p 1B GPRE I S R e e
0 S 2 BT R R TR TR E ‘I‘ﬁ?ﬁ 18 o PP E s 9

E ?ﬁyamf* 9 o <<]éﬁ4%:>>,j » AT Dgﬁ}%:t A o Fﬁy%ﬁ]ﬁ » 354
[Eljik]o [—1\ IEI_’S*L ﬁ J-‘r‘l P"?"T %é‘ E?J o E I?j :(ék é‘ E?[ El\]_ﬂ ,

TR -, (% 38 1027a14~20)


http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1002.htm#nt13
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1002.htm#nt14
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1002.htm#nt15
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1002.htm#nt16

[LT) 1D B | S | S EIs L e e o

AL 2 OUE T T DRI > el - g ﬁﬁv%‘%

B wﬁﬁ'iﬁ LA PELP] TG PR P 9%
R AR P - RS | AR i 2

B TR ¢ IR AR L (14 541b16f)-

\

gLt

(EERF) TE | ELEE | TR F‘Lsg'tg, ?}’E[ﬁéyﬁg u[«jm;;cj Sl
Hloon o BT PR 2 PGS 0] PRI TR e G s
u%—%k“‘ﬁYE [?t%_#“a u/ﬁﬁ]PLYE [?f/ﬁ{al YIpL » ui;ﬁjpj & 7 T
TR - Gk ﬂ['ﬁt'ﬂ}“'ﬁi D%FH* GRS e pEs | L |
o= 7“5"@’3#%‘5?”%(5 PRETEPRR 2 P e L

- IR [ﬂ:j[:ﬁ] E R rgwpi 5 (% 14> 563b25ff.)

[18] %% L, Boin (1976 » LXXIV) ;L /B (1990 - 86~87) I
St S G emiER Iy (20 69¢12~13)

" Cittasmkilesa bhikkhave satta samkilessanti,cittavodana satta visujj

hanti." (T Fm P 1Sl & o a8 235, SN, p. 155> 31
~32;p. 152> 8~9) o FREREY ' JFTRES Ratnagotravibhaga ( (%
[J:Frm) E. H.Johnston 1950 = V?Fir, 4 p.67,1~2)

=2 Abhidharmada pa ( (@ fls @@Tﬁ%) P. S.Jaini 1959 = I/?Fiﬁ %+ p.
455195 p.78 > 155 p.363 > 5~6) flif]

FL > 7 Cittasamkilesatsattvah samklisyante, cittavyavadanad visudhy

ante." -


http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1002.htm#nt17
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1002.htm#nt18

L
) BE’
I
\\i
@’:&
1 [L]:] IJE[
,I_I>
‘_EJEJ
[F
= f 2] E‘L 757
: ig‘
'i,J/
\>>
(
2
’ 3
11
12
)

:
¢$ %L
f E‘l;( 1‘&"% 9 /9
\/
» J’ §
\I:HJ>>
(
2
’
2
>



