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Master Chih-i's Mind Philosophy
as Reflected in the Three Main Treatises of the

T'ien-t'ai Sect

NG, Yu-Kwan
Associate Professor, Baptist University, Hong Kong

Summary

This paper examines the so-called three main treatises of the T'ien-t'ai Sect,
1.e. Fa Hua Hsuen Yi, Fa Hua Wen Chu, and Mou Ho Chih kuan to
investigate Master Chih-1's mind philosophy. Master Chih-1 first proposed
the concept of "mind of one thought of ignorance" to explain the illusory
nature of mind as the root of the birth of samsaric and changing world.

This is the negative function of mind. Yet, mind has also a positive
function, i.e. to recognize things and even to realize truth. Therefore, mind
is also the root of enlightement, realizing Buddhahood, and obtaining
liberation. In this context, mind has two dimensions of ignorance and
dharmata which originate in the same mind.

In regard to the relationship between mind and all things, Chih-i held that
mind possesses all things. Although the ignorant mind possesses all things,
the pure mind also possesses all things. In this point, Chih-i stressed more
on the former. He proposed the concept of "three thousand worlds in one
thought" which means that the mind of one thought always arises and
disappears together with one of the multiple states. So, the mind of one
thought arises and calms down with all things simultaneously.  Arising is
function and calming down is no-function. In function, the mind and all
things arises simultaneously: in no-function, the mind and all things calms
down simultaneously. Chih-i called it "the inconceivable state". This
argument shows that the mind can maintain all things and thus prevent then
from totally negated.

In the field of practice, Chih-1 proposed the technique of "triple
contemplation in one mind". It consists of two sides: the mind to be



contemplated and the mind to contemplate. The former is to contemplate
the ignorant mind of one thought by

p. 340

means of the triple contemplation: emptiness, provisionality and the middle.
The latter is to use the pure mind as the mind to contemplate, 1.e. to
contemplate the three dimensions of emptiness, provisionality and the
middle of the object. In the former contemplation, the practitioner has to
contemplate emptiness first, provisionality next, and the middle last. This
is the contemplation method of "pieh chiao". If one contemplates the three
dimensions of emptiness, provisionality and the middle simultaneously, one
has to contemplate the interpenetration and correlation of emptiness,
provisionality and the middle. This is the contemplation method of sudden
spontaneity. This is also the contemplation method of "yuan chiao".
Chih-i promoted the latter one.

( The present paper was presented at the "Academic Conference on the
History and Teachings of the T'ien-t'ai School" on December 16, 1995 )

?&J%?ﬁj : 1.mind of one thought of ignorance 2.ignorance is itself dharmata
.three thousand worlds in one thoughti 4.nconceivable state 5.triple
contemplation in one mind

[1] (FEEEFE) 15 (Sogw) 11330 Fre8s o Ifh i (3

%) -
2] (3F) B450 (NI P33T

(3] BT ) 1 (AT P46 FI8 b (MR ) 1)
B () -

[4] (H%) 53 o (AT P33 FI7I -

[S] (5%) %27 5 (ATJ) P33 Fre99 ™ -

[6] i‘E*EﬁJ‘J PR RS TR T R b RIRLD
%5])5{‘ I F'JF\'%\L—" ;E[F%r:ﬁ Rt
- NG Yu-kwan, T'ien-t'ai Buddhism and Early Madhyamike, Honolulu


http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt1
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt2
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt3
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt4
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt5
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt6

: Tendailnstitute of Hawaii

Buddhist Studies Program, University of Hawaii. 1993, chap. V, pp. 99
~105.

[7] C1HET) & 6 - (NIu) {11460 F176 -

[8] (Je&) &2 (Nrus) 4330 F1696 -

[9] (IHE) & 17 > (hIs) 1460 F18 F-

[10] (Fes%) 27 > (NIuM) 33 F1 698 -

[11] (H3E) 527 0 (L) 33 F1699 +

[12] (F3) &3 0 (NOM) 11335 F1 711 F~plre
[13] (1HE) & 1.5 (hNooE) 460 F14 -

[14] (HE) &2 & (Nogs) 1460 FI 14 o

[15] (H&) £ 8 > (ANrgm) 133 F1 778 1o

[16] (J:3%) & 8 - (D) 33 17781

[17] (HE) &1~ (D) 1460 F19™ -

[18] (&) 4 - (NIJ) F33> F1 72070

[19] (F:3%) &5 (o) 330 F1733 -

[20] (M) B 6 o (NIgE) 46 F182 N ~F183 e
[21] (&) E5™ > (ANCH) 330 Fr743 7 -

[22] (Fz) &5 (D) 11330 F1 743 S ~F1744 ¢

23] (HFEY ) 69 0 (D) PI34 FII33 e (EE D f)
IR () -

[24] (U B9 > (D) P46 Fr131 b


http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt7
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt8
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt9
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt10
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt11
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt12
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt13
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt14
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt15
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt16
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt17
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt18
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt19
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt20
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt21
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt22
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt23
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt24

[25]
[26]
[27]

[28]

TERLATDL -
8 ) 1 46

LV ELEL o

[ PN

[29]
[30]
[31]
[32]
[33]
[34]
[33]
[36]
[37]
[38]

[39]

(%) 51 F>
(Fz) &5
(1HE) 53 F>
CIHE) 5 10 >
(1) & 1()#55](:&@13%5@'4— E‘F' I A G G
FI 131 %)

5 ( <<4\1‘—}'%>>FL 46

(Jezs) 510

(Jr5) & 8 >

(¥ f0) % 10

(H8) 577+
(¥ F[J}) %8
(I5%) &5 1>
(Jz) 4
(HE) 51+
(LY 58 F o
(H8) 56
(1Y 55 F
[40] Il FY 7* AR RERLEE | KRR PP AFE

FIPViEEINER T+

[41] 5B s 43
AR R o PR
R
[F=a s

[’i I’i‘

R N
r Eﬁl%‘ﬁ’:‘[’?% i ;rLj/ Eﬁ N igf/[éi
Nﬂm“$4”“
I B[l ko 2R e

A S AR
T EEEy - T L
FEENY — =k o o HE

(hIom) 133
(hIom) 133
(k) 1 46

» 1 685~ ~686 |- o
' F1 744 F o

» FI 25 1 e

(T ) M 46 0 F1 140 Fl1 o HIH:H;%EH Bl

(hIom) 133
(k) 133

o (N Dm) 134
(k) 4 46
(hoom) ]34

(hIom) 133
(Do) 133
(k) 1 46
(D) 11 46
(D) 1 46
(k) 1 46

N AN

=
A o

T
FI131 M ~F1132 )

[ fELIT B [k

> F1692 1 o

CEITI8 h

FI 139 7% -

F1100 ™ o
FI110 ™ o
» F1 733 o
» F1726 F o
> _EJ 9 Fo

» F1 104 o
» FI 84 h o

) _EJ 54 _‘[—‘ o

[~ B~ R FJJD[—"LIFWF[

ﬁ‘ﬂf*j\ F[‘ ] Flfjﬁ‘ﬂ}%” » SIS (S

I[ [ZT EET fif_fjfu\
- TRE RNV

ATRLE 2

ST L AR P ER I U AR RIS S e D


http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt25
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt26
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt27
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt28
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt29
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt30
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt31
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt32
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt33
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt34
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt35
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt36
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt37
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt38
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt39
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt40
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt41

& =t 8

1974 > p. 1154)

[42] (UHEY 17
[43] %%ﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂHl’ Bt
(IHEY 597+

[45] (2 ) 2

-
[44]
[46] (IHE) &3 >

[47] (/HE1) &1 F>

(hrgm) 46

(hrgm) ] 46
(L) ]34
(R 1 46
(hrgm) ] 46

o CCBTSRRIFURRT) & 3 Frinptieir

FI10 1o
I

FI 131 It e

FEF Jjﬁ [y

Fl21 o
FI31 M ~Fr32 Fo

FITN~F12 ko

[48] 5 Mg BLpvpse > UL 1A, i_[ﬁ«wﬂ%pﬁﬁu« (5 I

f*"'

SEUE

O R )

M= A

- waw 5 (il -

HE“TVFF‘“FEJJE‘ ljj%[tj‘{l ’FEI?*F%F’?FUFJ‘LJE'@ T'SA =y T T

e b ol Vg e RS T
() 46
(IHEy &5 o
[51] (HE1) &5 -

[49] Fr462 -

[50]

g = I o (R T e
<<*J:ff%>>11 1337 F1696 ) A F%;;E“quﬂ[[ﬁnr_
SRELIEH G P 3 o

[53] (1F81) &2 F»

(Jezs) 571>

(w1 46
(AIs) 133
(L) 1] 46
(hrm) 133
(AIe) 34

[55] (1FE1) &4 F-
(FxR) 27

(Y F|J>> 1 F>

(AT ) U] 46
(AIgme) 4] 46

[52] T‘L‘F'Wﬁ iR ”}‘i?f"?l PRy
j > JIEE B

A Fafgl 1 /][ﬁlj_,[\[_f”?{l it e

F149 F~pfre

FI52 B~ylre

FF IR o R
(T 2
JE U LG B o B

P LIS I~ o
» F1 763 |1
v 137 F~ilie
» F1700 ™

> —EJ 6 HIN_L


http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt42
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt43
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt44
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt45
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt46
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt47
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt48
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt49
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt50
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt51
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt52
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt53
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt54
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt55
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt56
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt57

(58] (R p) &1~ (hogs) 34> i3 ie
[59] (¥ ) &1 F> (AT PI34-F14a™ -
[60] (¥ ) &1 F (hiom) 34> fIs e
ﬁ?ﬁ - o “@EEJ%&‘# JE'PE%EV%E'E%{— QoA
lfkfrﬁ il e B R AL
p[{l}lﬁlj\ EIIFF up}i o tﬁﬁ,\#[_ 5 u@lﬁ T s TIHF #qu\”
= W AP P A #ﬁﬁuﬁ“%i s u:iz AR RIEES
%?ﬁ b g?ﬂlﬂlii;ﬂ? e (Pad 7 e 2 (R FF'“E? Ul
ﬁ ) RS 2 ERIEAE 2 LA 2 t:gr:?+' et S s}ﬁ@qﬁﬂf » T
EIEI (i,’j;fu:& E;fulzi_[ﬂ; ;gﬁiym AN j:lzt%g IEJEIF& Co I
[ﬂj [ [J#Fx F}»_ B o I~7\j\§;ﬂ_ i SR Fx: o
mq\m\;r gl;ﬁljg oy (IHBY E 6 Fo (NIHE) 465 1701 -

[62] (&) &9 > (Argm) ]33 F1789 ™ o
[63] CIFE) &3 F 0 (AT 460 F1 2671
[64] (Z) &5 > (ANrgB) 335 Fi745 F e
[65] (Jez) & 3™ - (AIa) 330 F1714 -
[66] (IH#) &7 - (AIJa) 146 F1101 -
[67] (IF#)Y &3 > (ANIgE) 460 Fl24 -
[68] (IHEH) &3 o (ATJ8) 46 F124 (-
[69] (IHE) &3 > (NTg@) 46 Fr24 ™ o
[70] (1HE) 53 > (ADoE) M 460 Fr24 -
[71] (M) &3 o (CNIoE) 460 F126 b


http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt58
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt59
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt60
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt61
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt62
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt63
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt64
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt65
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt66
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt67
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt68
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt69
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt70
http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_html/chbj/10/chbj1013.htm#nt71

