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A Brief Study on the Chinese Translations of the Vimalakiirtinirde'sa
and the Relevant Records in the Catalogues of Canonical Literature

Chiang Wu-hsiung

The Vimalakiirtinirde'sa was one of the texts which became vastly
popular with Chinese Buddhists. Thus the necessity arose to meet the needs
of the multitude of believers with increasingly accurate and understandable
translations. Altogether about seven different renditions were produced in
the course of history, among which the versions by Chih Ch'ien,



Kumaarajiiva, and Hsiian-tsang have been handed down to this day because
each of them had some strong points.

The present paper offers a general discussion of the various Chinese
translations of the Vimalakiirtinirde'sa and the relevant records found in the
catalogues of canonical literature.
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