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The Wonderful Qualities of the Lotus Sutra Discussed
from the Viewpoint of “Display of the Provisional and
Manifestation of the Ultimate”

Chen Ying-shan
Researcher, Chung-Hwa Institute of Buddhist Studies

Summary
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Why did | illustrate the characteristics of the Lotus Sutra with its methodo
logy of “display ofthe provisional and manifestation of the ultimate”?

It is the result of the author’s long-yearstudy on Master Chih-yi's interpret
ation of the Lotus Sutra. According to The WonderousMeaning of the Lot
us Sutra (Fa-hua Xuan-yi) and The Composition and Sentences of theLo
tus Sutra (Fa-hua Wen-ju), the whole Lotus Sutra deals with only the rela
tionshipbetween the provisional and the ultimate which are actually not o

pposite but interpenetrated.

In this light, the author elaborates on the wonderous meanings of the Lot
us Sutra with itsmethodology of exposing the temporary teaching and re

vealing the real truth.

%%?‘E] : 1.he provisional 2.the ultimate 3.Lotus Sutra
4.Fa-hua Xuan-yi 5.Fa-huaWen-ju

6.display of the provisional and manifestation of the ultimate
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