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Problems about the Translation and Transmission of The Eight Great Man > s Enlightenments

Sutra Basedon the Scriptural Records and Doctrinal Characteristics
Kuo-ch'ing Huang / Hsing-yuan Shih
Center for Buddhist Studies & Research

Yuan Kuang Buddhist Institute

Summary

The Eight Great Man's Enlightenments Sutra { /A *®3%) first appeared in The Catalogue of All



Sutras (%:5S[ 18%) compiled by Fa-ching in the Sui Dynasty ( %} ) as a Hinayana sutra whose
translator was unknown. Then in another catalogue compiled by Yen-tsung it was listed as a sutra
whose text had been lost.The Catalogue of All Sutras and Sastras - —”Jfﬁ:ﬁlﬁﬁ Iy compiled by
Ching-t'ai in the Tang Dynasty stated that the lost text had been found, and classified it as a Mahayana
sutra. A second Tang Dynasty catalogue by Ming-ch'uan recorded the translator of the sutra as
An-shi-kao and stated that this was based on The Bao-ch'ang Catalogue <?ﬁfﬁéﬁé> . From then on this
final version has been accepted as true. But inconsistency in the various catalogues about the nature
and the translator of the sutra suggests that the recovered sutra may not have been the original text. The
“eight great man's enlightenments” or “eight great man's thoughts” found in the Chinese translations of
Indian works or in the writings of ancient Chinese masters are basically the same and contain the tenets
of early Buddhism. But The Eight Great Man's Enlightenments Sutra { /* -~ *Z3E) as we have now
clearly contains Mahayana ideas. So it is possible that the sutra was a work of Chinese masters who

collected the ideas from related sutras and sastras.
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