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Abstract

Thanks to the efforts of various scholars, the problems related to the
origin of the Tiandihui have been gradually clarified. However, research on
“xilu”still seems vague and caught in“the mythical background.”The present
paper looks for traces of the character“lu”in works of the relevant period

and demonstrates by way of phonological data that it was customary use at

that time to employ £% in the sense of its homophone 'E7. Furthermore, it
discusses the historical origin of E‘IE‘}L and the way the literature of the

Tiandihui brought it into connection with the Manchu court.
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