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The Pervading and Returning Hexagrams — A Reflection on
Contemporary Society

Chung, Yun-Ying
Dept. of Chinese Linguistic & Literature, Yuan Ze University, Taoyuan, Taiwan

This work uses two hexagrams (guas) from | Ching (Book of Changes) —
Pervading (tai) and Returning (fu) — to explore the continuous and inseparable
relationship between humanity and land. Pervading is concerned with the balance of
strength and flexibility in nature and its creatures, with a focus on heaven and earth.
Practicing the belief of Pervading in daily life means placing the nurture of the land at
its core. Returning advocates the return to honesty and benevolence, with a focus on
cultivating a person’s moral character; hence, the human being plays a pivotal role.

The concept of moral cultivation and promotion of Returning by “seeing the
heart of heaven and earth” — coupled with the ideal of “achieving the way of heaven
and earth” and assisting all peoples in Pervading — examines the continuous
relationship between land and humanity. On the basis of these two hexagrams, this
paper attempts to initiate a profound and spiritual discourse between humanity and
land, and explore the insights that Pervading and Returning bring to contemporary
society.

Keywords: | Ching (Book of Changes) , Pervading (tai) , Returning (fu)
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