1k ASh) M FC FTRBR

166 2018 2 & X A A M I H BB R

CHERESSHS - Shahh) MG

AR B
LEXBRETZRABR

rh SRS

CHEERSRS - ShEan ) JoHERERS R L DA KA Z 28 » A ak i
TTAEANEES MR ES - B R AR IAGELEAIR - THEFIRES
EhE - BAAAGE M - Mgt —8iah ik - DU E TadiE s it
ao by B N bz it - (HECERfh - WEGS 1T » SEFFFARIE T2k - HI
CERFIRFRE I ES < o SAFRF S S I R T BT 82 I mIBE L
HIRZcfit e - HERAZ DAL » B2p 5 SR H B = - DU AR L]
HEEZRA - BAEES > RS - RERRE FlmEe - FHibE
BN - PR MEAN L AT - e - AR A E A -
ASCHE R TREE S B R G R e - O - IRRES -

=
-
4
il
B
Bo
%
&
il
B
cuy
i
N
¥



W AL B M FC HE IR

(//( N

(HEMERSHS - EHhEdh) PRIBLAE 167

The Theoretical Interpretation of ‘“The Bodhisattvas”
in the Vimalakirti Siitra

Duh Bau-Ruei
Professor, Department of Philosophy, Shanghai Jiao Tong University

Abstract

On a visit to Maitreya Bodhisattva, Vimalakirti spontaneously spoke of a
practitioner’s non-regression and the true meaning of the Buddha’s prophecy in the
chapter, “The Bodhisattvas” of the Vimalakirti Sitra. The intention was to transcend
and not meant to be confined with such views, especially for Bodhisattvas with keen
faculties, knowing that they are innately buddhas. Additionally, Vimalakirti narrated
the concept of daochang ( i8%; ), meaning a place for spiritual practice. However,
for a true Buddhist practitioner who cultivates in accordance with the Buddha’s
teachings, and abides with the Mahayana practices, every moment is a daochang.
Furthermore, Vimalakirti advised Jagatimdhara Bodhisattva on the method to
liberate all beings through expedient means. Vimalakirti accepted Mara’s offering of
daughters for the sake of preaching the Dharma to them. Afterwards, they shall return
to Mara’s palace and spread the inexhaustible lamp of Dharma to others. Countless
beings benefited from this boundless transmission of Dharma. Vimalakirti went on
to preach the concept of generosity. Of key importance is not merely to give wealth
but to offer the Dharma that can liberate self and others, assisting them on the path
to Buddhahood. This paper uses Chinese philosophical methodologies, such as the
theories of cultivation and attainment, to analyze the text and reveal its intent.

Keyword: “The Bodhisattvas” , Maitreya Bodhisattva, prophecy,
place of spiritual practice, Dharma
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