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Abstract

The Dunhuang manuscripts were discovered by Sir Aurel Stein and Paul Pelliot ,
Yabuki Keiki was the forerunner in the study of Chan manuscripts from
Dunhuang .Those Chan manuscripts were embodied in 7a Cheng Tsang Vol.

48,51,85 .In 1926 , Hu Shih found other Dunhuang documents on Chan . After
returning in 1927 from Europe , Hu Shih published numbers of essays on early Chan
during the years 1927-1935. Based on the Shenhui's "Dialogues' and Lengqgie shiz ji ,
Hu Shih set a new track -the Lasikavatara School . Because of Hu Shih's criticism,
D.T.Suzuki developed an interest in the Dunhuang manuscripts . Even Suzuki found a
lot of the Dunhuang manuscripts on Northern School , he still believed in
traditionalistic approaches . When Hu Shih was appointed ambassador to U.SA. ,
Suzuki worked hardly in looking for the Dunhuang manuscripts, Ui Hakuju
published the The History of Chan Buddhism which was the first book using the
Dunhuang manuscripts .

From 1932 to 1957 , Sekiguchi Shindai proved that some apocryphal
Bodhidharma's Treatises were fakes . In the sixties, the historical criticism of Chan
developed from Yanagida Seizan . Researches on the Historiographical Works of
Early Chan discussed that the origin of genealogical model should be the Chan master
Faju . As Chan texts, those Dunhuang manuscripts developed the structure of the
“ Transmission of the Lamp” histories.

In 1969 , Qian Mu’s disquisition accounted for awar of wordsin Taiwan . Yin
Shun was stimulated by the question of Platform Sizra * s author . In the sametime,
Japanese scholars started to focused on Tibetan manuscripts from Dunhuang .
Ueyama Daishun trandlated the documents of Pelliot.116 , Completed the Essential
Determination .

A new turn happened in 1983-1984 , it was about there doctoral dissertations .
Tanaka Ryosho’s The Study of Dunhuang documents on Chan , John R. McRa€e's The
Northern School of Chinese Chan Buddhism , Bernard Faure€'s The Will to
Orthodoxy-A Critical Genealogy of Northern Chan Buddhism . Based on Treatise on
the True Principle and the Essential Determination , they tried to proved that the
Northern School was sutbitism .

Keywords Dunhuang manuscripts the history of Early Chan
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