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Abstract
I Introductory Remarks

The origin and growth of Mahayana Buddhism are not very clear at present.
In this paper I will take up two questions, i.e. (1) why, how and in what
favourable circumstances were Mahayana Scriptures (sitras) created, and (2)

when and by whom these Scriptures were created and supported.

The first question concerns the essential characteristics of Early Buddhism
or enlightened Buddhists’ ideal attitude towards others as well as towards
themselves. On this question, above all, I think it is necessary to introduce one
principle that is very fundamental in Buddhism, and that is, so to speak, ‘the open
system of thought’, or in other words, ‘openness’ [of mind] to all. This open
system of thought or the openness to all is, as opposed to a closed system of
thought, free and open, friendly, compassionate, and sympathetic to all; not in
anger but in an atmosphere of openness and goodwill without rejecting others,
and without being intolerant and antagonistic to others. This Buddhist ‘openness’
can be traced to the sermon of egolessness and selflessness, that is to say, all of

our existence is reduced to mental and physical phenomenal elements, each of
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which is said to be none of ego and none of mine. As we will see below in more
detail, the enlightened one (Buddha) had been unveiled from the coverings of evil
mental tendencies (cravings, etc.), and then a reality of existence (reason of

depending origination) became open to Him.

This openness of Buddhism may have been predominant in the course of the
compiling, editing, and handing down of the Buddhist Canon, because several
different Canons of several sects have been handed down orally and then literally

as can be seen up until the present day.

Near the time when in every sect the Early Buddhist Canon had almost
finally been compiled and edited, new kinds of Scriptures and religious literature

began to be created. Some of them appear to be Mahayana Scriptures (sitras).

In this way if the openness had been working from the time of Early
Buddhism, we may suppose that Mahayana Buddhism began to be cherished and
became developed in the sectarian Buddhist circles (Nikdaya, Hinayana) (See
Yamada [1957], [1959]). But some scholars have another opinion that Mahayana
grew among religionist circles that did not belong to sectarian Buddhism and
worshipped the Buddha’s monumental tombs (pagoda, stiapa, thipa) (See
Hirakawa [1963], [1989-90]). I do not agree with the latter opinion as shall be

discussed in detail in section II.

This openness of mind toward others could and should allow for different
opinions. There could have been no Inquisition in Buddhism, according to my
knowledge, though there have been many theoretical and philosophical
controversies among Buddhist sects and schools. The Mahayana movement was,
in my opinion, the creation of new religious literature which gradually became
accepted as Scriptures (sitras). The authors of this literature, who were possibly
Buddhist monks (though not exclusively), could not be excluded from the monks’
or nuns’ communities (samgha, Order) of [Hinayana] Buddhism (Murakami
[1998], [2000b,c], [2004]). As concerns this problem, Prof. Shizuka Sasaki ( & %
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“ [#]) has discovered a new definition of the disruption (schism) in the Buddhist
Order (samgha-bheda), which is very helpful to me.

According to Sasaki, under the new definition of the schism, as long as the
rituals are performed together, those monks who disagree doctrinally may live
together (Sasaki [1993], pp. 167f., Sasaki [2000], pp. 121f.). He has shown that
the definition of samgha-bheda (schism of Order) in the Vinaya-text changed
about the time of king Asoka in the 3rd century B.C. onwards, from cakra-bheda
(schism according to doctrines) to karma-bheda (schism according to rituals) in
most Buddhist sects (schools). Even the Sarvastivadin-school, which had not
changed the definition in the Vinaya-text, later adopted the new definition in the
arguments of the Abhidharma-texts. In this circumstance, I think, Buddhist
monks who belonged to the traditional sects could create new (Mahayana) texts

freely.
Contents of this article are as follows:

II Questions about Hirakawa's opinion that Mahayana Buddhism arose

among Communities of lay-devotees (lay-bodhisattvas)

a. Questions about Buddha's stipas that were looked upon as dwellings

and centres of Communities of lay-devotees by Hirakawa

After careful investigations and considerations, I can find no positive

evidence to this opinion.

b. Buddhist monks (sramanas) who came from Central Asia and India
to China in the first extant Buddhist bibliographical book Ch'u
san-tsang chi-chi = ﬁ?'%

Mahayana texts were introduced into China by many monks but very few

lay-devotees.

c. Fatherlands of Mahayana texts recorded in Ch'u san-tsang chi-chi
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d. Travellers' Records that tell the Evidence of Mahayana

Early evidences of the Mahayana: Inscriptions, Sculptures, etc. and

Translated Mahayana Texts in Chinese

a. Archaeological Evidences of Mahayana; Gregory Schopen's opinion
that the Mahayana-movement was very weak and isolated in the

distant outskirt regions of the Indian culture

Though earliest inscriptions that record the existence of Mahayana

Buddhists can hardly be discovered up until the beginning of the 6th century in

the Indian subcontinent; the Mahayana thoughts and texts were prevailing even in

the distant outskirts of the Indian culture and foreign countries including China

up until the end of the 5th century.

v

b. Votive Formulas for Transferring one's own Merit to all people for
the Attainment of the Buddha’s Supreme Knowledge inscribed by
Buddhist Monks (S@kya-bhiksu) in Gupta Period

c. The Label inscribed at the pedestal of the Kusan image of Amitabha-
Buddha Discovered at Govindnagar near Mathura (in the year 28 of
Kanigka era = 171CE.)

d. The Gandharan Kusan image of Amitabha accompanied with

Avalokite§vara
e. Archaeological Evidences of Bodhisattva
Mahayana and Nikaya (Hinayana) Buddhism

a. Mahayana Treatise's Systems and Ample Knowledge on the Nikaya
(Hinayana) Buddhism

b. Arguments that the Mahayana is not Buddha's words and vindication
of the Mahayana
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c. Nikaya (Hinayana) Buddhism that held Mahayana Texts — Newly

Found Manuscripts from Afghanistan

d. Mahayana Texts' Authors' Mentality: Creating and Delivering New
Scriptures (siitrantibhinirhara, etc.); A Key Word for the Creation of
Mahayana siitras: Vyiiha (arrangement by means of imagination, vow,

or mental creation)

e. By What kind of Vinaya (rules and regulations of monastic Buddhism)

were the Mahayana Monks ordained?

V  Concluding Remarks — Mahayana Buddhism was not independent
from the Traditional Orders (Samgha of the Nikaya Buddhism)

According to the above-mentioned data, interpretations and arguments, |
think, I can arrive at a conclusion that some of the traditionally ordained monks
may be authors of these Mahayana siitras, and though the authors were not so
many in number, they must have been very productive as to create scriptures
several times as voluminous as all the Pali Canonical texts within a few centuries.
But these monks who recited Mahayana siitras and worshipped Bodhisattvas were
not independent from the traditional Orders. This conclusion is supported also by
a famous report written by I-tsing (:}21) who travelled to India during 671-695
CE. He reported that in India and Southeast Asia there are four Buddhist sects
(nikaya), i.e. Mahasamghika, Sthaviriya (Theriya, or Theravada), Miulasarva-
stivadin, and Sammitiya, and that the distinction between the Mahayana and

Hinayana is not settled. He remarked:

"Those [monks] who worship [images of] Bodhisattvas and recite
Mahayana siitras are called [devotees of the] Mahayana; and those who
do not these are [devotees of the] Hinayana. What is called Mahayana is
nothing but two kinds: the Madhyamika on the one hand, and the Yogacara
on the other hand. The [doctrine of the] Madhyamika is that [the real is]

conventionally existent but truly empty, substantially false like an illusion.
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The [doctrine of the] Yogacara is that the external [world] does not exist,
the internal exists, every phenomenon is consciousness only." (T. 54, No.
2125,205¢11-15)

He reported on the monks' daily life, religious practices, rites and services, but
never wrote about independent Mahayana communities. We cannot deny his

report.

In this way I can sum up that the authors of Mahayana scriptures, just like
the authors of later Mahayana treatises, were mainly ordained Buddhist monks,

who were supported by lay devotees in the Buddhist world.
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- JNHI"% Nalanda 12 ( * [l%ﬁﬁﬁﬂ/ * Mahipala = 11 # (1026 f¥
988 ) : deya-dharmmo ’yam pravara-mahayana-yayinah paramopasaka-
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bhavatu mata-pitarav acaryyopadhyayau purvvan-gamam krtva
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