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A Comparative Study on Nagarjuna’s and
David Hume’s Criticism of Theism

Jia-cheng Liu
Lecturer

Fa-Kuang Institute of Buddhist Studies

Abstract:

Both the theory of the existence of God and the belief of the Creator have
played pivotal roles in theological studies and religious beliefs in the East and the
West. However, for philosophers who emphasize looking at problems by using
rational thinking, they usually examine the views of theists from an angle of strict

speculation.

This paper aims to give a comparative study on British empiricist David
Hume’s and the founder of Indian Buddhism Madhyamika Nagarjuna’s criticism of
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theism, so as to explore both the Eastern and Western philosophers’ critical
methods and philosophical views of theism, as well as the mutual compatibility of
the above-mentioned methods and views.

Comparing Nagarjuna’s and Hume’s criticism of theism, it was found that
their critical methods and related argument were quite similar. The tacit
understanding between them showed that they both gave a thorough criticism of
theism which was ubiquitous in the East and the West, with their standpoints based
on empiricism and skepticism.

Keywords:

Nagarjuna, David Hume, theism, the argument from design, the Supreme

Being ( Mahe$vara ) , the individual soul (atman )
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TEFT ARG T amas S MRS ERIY » IRIEL RIS DA — Ay =

FArLY o RBLPIRGE a8 SR B R R T -

! David Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion. Norman Kemp Smith, ed., New York:
Macmillan Publishing Company, 1947, p.143. ( DL T @ Dialogues )

% Dialogues, p.145.

* David Hume, Enquiries Concerning Human Understanding and Concerning the Principles of
Morals. L.A.Selby-Bigge and PH.Nidditch ed., Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1975,
pp-135-136. (LU NS Enquiries )

* Enquiries, pp.163-164.

> David Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion. Nelson Pike, ed., Indianapolis: The

Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1970, p.129.

® Dialogues, p.165.
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" Dialogues, pp.99-100.

8 Nelson Pike,ed. 1970:163.
o Dialogues, p.165.

' Enquiries, p.136.
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""" Enquiries, p.27.
12 Dialogues, p.144.
13 Dialogues, p.144.
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'S Enquiries, p.144.
% Ibid.
" Dialogues, p.149.
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"8 Dialogues, pp.147-148.

' Dialogues, p.147.

20 Dialogues, p.169.

2! Nelson Pike, ed. 1970:128.

2 Nelson Pike, ed. 1970:164-182.
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% Dialogues, p.166.
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= Dialogues, p.167.

% Nelson Pike, ed. 1970:165.
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¥ Dialogues, p.180.
* Dialogues, p.177.
3! Tbid.

32 Dialogues, p.182.
* Dialogues, p.183.
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3" Dialogues, p.161.

3% David Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion. Stanley Tweyman, ed., London:
Routledge, 1991, pp. 32-33,

¥ Dialogues, p.162.

40 George Nathan, “The Existence and Nature of God in Hume’s Theism.” in Hume: A
Re-evaluation. D.W.Livingston & J.T.King, ed., New York: Fordham University Press, 1976,
pp.127-128.



RER SR A hER AL A L e $15E30 101

PERPER AR T A S — R -

EFGERS R PRIBRAR - A TR T iy —
UIBUSAEEI RIS ) R » (RIBEEES > ENSUZSEHE
Y TTERAIAEIR BRI - SARREIMERT BRI E AR
FrtRa M — IRt - M aem A AR > BlanE B e 8 —
PR B LIRF > P A R AR 2R Wl B <, AT 11
FRFEI Bl S AR e, -

SR > ARG e AR > BUS T AUE W E AR
PYE H S e Rl TSRS SR, Mg REA NS il
2 PBUSRHIREAR | KPR -

IRISRE R TICAHLRT RS At A fiam IS RIR AN 2 1% - 3
(e R R AR < BRI AN SRR I - JERE UGV T i
HYANFI{ERE -

DI B A RRIRIE GG Famas bl - 2 N AGHER PR IR IBHRE
TETERR A Mm-S RIS -
(Z) fEEfERRATR LA
RIS E T B M am s i ] > E SRR B
TEAE A E R SR DI R B2 Re e > © i 2

i R 2 R BN R B 5w P R A 9 T o N AE G
( Anthropomorphism ) °

“! David Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature. L.A.Selby-Bigge and P.H.Nidditch ed.,
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1978, pp. 5-7.
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© B EMERETT S o T EREEE R - 20 50 - I HRLIE TR
B ~ TR RISk IE R » William L. Rowe, Philosophy of Religion: An Introduction.
Belmont,California; Wadsworth Publishing Company, 1993, pp. 5-15.
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* Dialogues, pp. 200-206.
4 Dialogues, p.199.
* Dialogues, p.194.



RER SR ST a2 2 Ll g $15230 103

PREBHRE A A S e MRS s B RO R o L D BRI 7 > 8RR S
BEIRF i R A M0 T 2l R ATR R - B2 < 5 ARO.O 28
MEPRIR SR > AL AR RSl ~ 220 ~ TR~ AR~ B
RG-S NS IERATEE M2 OBINERLE & -7 KIEL
IRIRERE N ASEZ 3 SRR RS YA T SCEMERAE -
DABEH N AR 5,2 s < RISEEEE T am & SUBGR - B TH AR
bR TR A TREE > i HLAERR ~ PREE ~ SERELLIOW ~ TR
ANEE T o RIS ERE R - BIRE v 1A TREEH
PRSHEE » (HUR R v AL LLER GBI B R X IRIRE NS A2 w7 11
TR A AR - B H - BB FUSRRR o B EE
BB - BATANAT R & B B A R S B e e 2 2R
AN ETRERF— B A SH BB A s T B P AT e 4 DU SR LL
BEv S8 —Fm RS TE B AN > IR LA 458 —am R s TR A
FEGRA (RGEtim®) B R T T

feamaliia S TE e SRR v 1R o IRIRBRTE A A 52
Bl e A HEamtH i IEEE s reny > NIRRT
3 A\ JERIGREN) 2R - 1 ELaE bk At SE DT o J 2
FRAHAHERR T o IR GREE AR EER (dilemma) » > f1fA
SRR EE e A e EEE (AR 1R - R BRI AR
Wi © SR P R R R A AN 2 AR A RS
TERES R S A B 1Y o 25 HE S T AR
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