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The Ideological System and Its Inside

Corresponding Relationship of T’ien-t’ai Buddhism
Lin, Chih-chin®

Abstract

The ideological system of T’ien-t’ai Buddhism was established
by Master Chih-I (?ﬁ[i’é}ﬁ 538-597). 1 had built a wholly integrated
ideological system of T’ien-t’ai Buddhism by unifying Chih-I’s
theories in my earlier papers. The aim of this paper is to research the
contents and their- corresponding relations ‘between fundamental
elements of the ideological system. This paper also explains the
elements of “Gradual Way of Samadhi and Contemplation” (&~ [
# ) and it’s relationship with Perfect-teaching ( [Eff 5% ) and
Separate-teaching ([[|*) . The latter one is an important thesis in
T’ien-t’ai Buddhism study.

The achievements of this paper are as follows :

a. The meaning of “Four Teachings of Teaching Way” (:{* &Y
%) and “Five Periods of Teaching Time” ( = Eﬁ ). from the point of
view of “Separation of Scriptures” (?”Yﬁﬂ) should be taken away, but
the meaning of them from the point of view of “Characteristics of
Teaching” (F¥ff!) should be kept. The reason of why should take
away the meaning is not because Chih-I didn’t maintain the viewpoint

of time meaning of “Five Periods of Teaching Time”, but because it

* Associate Professor, Department of Religious Culture and Organization
Management, Aletheia University.
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has already verified for not according with the historical facts and it is
not necessary for theory of T’ien-t’ai Buddhism. Taking away the
meaning will not influence the integrity of the ideological system; on
the contrary, it will make the ideological system more proper and
consistent. Furthermore, “Four Teachings of Teaching Way” are not
totally wrong. They stand with the meaning of ‘“characteristics of
teaching” and they possess important meaning and value as “Four
Siddhanta” (P4EA# ) .

b. There are four major elements of the ideological system of
T’ien-t’ai Buddhism. They are “Four Teachings of Teaching Way”( [~
F[15%) and “Four Teachings of Teaching Contents” ( {“}x[Y5%*) in
aspect of teaching , “Four Ways of Practice of Contemplation” ( {* 5%
P48 ) and “Four kinds of Contemplation” ( {1 [“#! ) in aspect of
practice. This paper 'deduces the six corresponding relationship
between these four major elements and combines them into one. By
this way, we can find out that the ideological system of T’ien-t’ai
Buddhism is wholly consistent and it will help us more exhaustively
understanding of the system.

c. This paper also explains the concrete contents of practice of
“Four Ways of Practice of Contemplation” which involve “Perfect and
Immediate Way of Samadhi and Contemplation » ([N [FH#] ) |
“Gradual Way of Samadhi and Contemplation” ( <~ [F#l ) |
“Indefinite Way of Samadhi and Contemplation” ( g L HE ) and
“Secret Way of Samadhi and Contemplation” (ﬁéﬁ‘ﬂ,‘ 1HE) . Besides,
they are proved again that “Gradual Way of Samadhi and
Contemplation” belongs to “Ways of Practice of Contemplation” ( #!

Al{~f ) , and it means gradual practice from “Contemplation of
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Tripitaka Teaching” (e 7>#! ), “Contemplation of Universal-teaching”

(|78 ) , “Contemplation of Separate-teaching” ( [J[|[5#/) to
“Contemplation of Perfect-teaching” ([ENF5# ) , instead of merely
being equal to “Contemplation of Perfect-teaching” (i.e. “Threefold
Contemplation in one single Mind” — -~ = # ) . So the opinion
advocated by Zhan-ran (JH R 711-782) , Zhi-xu (?ﬁ"{ﬂ 1599-1655)
and some modern scholars that “Gradual Way of Samadhi and
Contemplation” belongs to “Perfect-teaching” ( [Efl ¥ ) or
“Contemplation of Perfect-teaching” is not right. It is really true that
“Gradual Way of Samadhi and Contemplation” includes
“Contemplation of Perfect-teaching”.

d. In addition, this ‘paper declares that T’ien-t’ai Buddhism
preaches not only ‘“Perfect-teaching”, but also all other teachings.
Those who are taught by “Perfect-teaching” are only good or matured
“roots of practice” (1) . This paper also discusses the distinctions
and relations between each teachings of “Four Teachings of Teaching

Contents”.

Keywords: * Ideological System of T’ien-t’ai Buddhism, Four
Teachings of Teaching Way, Five Periods of Teaching
Time, Four Teachings of Teaching Contents; Three kinds

of Contemplation
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