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Textual Criticism and the Study of Buddhist Texts
in Chinese Translation

Wan, chin-chuan
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature
National Central University

Abstract

Professor J. W. de Jong, a worldwide famous Buddhist
philologist, once said “no student of Buddhism, even if he is
interested only in Indian Buddhism, can neglect the enormous
corpus of Chinese translations.” and Bhikkhu Analayo, a newly
emerged specialist on Nikaya and Agama literature, proposed
further that “no student of Chinese Buddhism can neglect the
study of the Indic parallel versions, in order to minimize the
risk of coming to conclusions that are based on transmission or
translation errors.” Basing upon the idea similar to that of
“inter-textuality”, textual criticism is usually taken as an
approach by scholars in the Buddhist textual studies. Through
comparison between original and its translation or between
different translations, the verbatim linguistic reading can not
only render a lot of information about wording and

interpretation of the text, but also improve our knowledge about
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possible textual transformation through ages.
Vimalakirtinirdesa is one of the most popular translated texts in
China, and the Sinification of the translation style surely
contributed to its popularity both among the intellectual elite
and general public in China, even in whole East Asia. However
we still can find some linguistic phenomena of the source
languages from among the three extant Chinese translations.
Instead of discussing those related to the source languages,
attempt is made in this paper to point out some interesting and
noticeable linguistic phenomena of the Chinese translations by
textual comparison with the Tibetan translation and the newly

discovered Sanskrit text

Keywords:
language of Buddhist texts in Chinese translation, history of
middle Chinese, Buddhist philology, textual criticism, glossary

of Chinese translation, Vimalakirtinirdesa, Zhi Qian, juan shu



