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Brahma in Buddhism

Inquiry into the Problems of
Buddhist Hermeneutics

L u, Kevin

Abstract

This paper will make a survey on early Buddhist cannons which
concerned with the concept of Brahma, and show how this Brahmanism’s
main teaching reflected and interpreted in Buddhist view sights. We
thereby make a preliminary inquiry into the problems of Buddhist
Hermeneutics, and illustrate that Buddhist intellectuals adopt two
attitudes toward Brahmanism’s teaching. First, they appraise
Brahmanism’s Brahma teaching as no perfection in a very critical way.
Then they renovate and replace Brahmanism’s Brahma concept with
Buddhist meaning, and approve Buddhism’s Brahma teaching as a good
way to perfectly enlightenment. By investigating the contrast between
Buddhism and Brahmanism’s Brahma concept, we can clearly and easily
perceive the purpose of Buddhist Hermeneutics. In this interpretation
processing, Buddhist intellectuals use this tactic and mechanic to verify
Buddha’s teaching transcends Brahmanism’s teaching; and by purifying
the meaning of Brahma, Buddhism legally shows itself as a true
successor of ancient Indian religion tradition.

Keywords: Brahma, Brahmanism, Buddhist Hermeneutics, Interpretation,

Early Buddhism



