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To find the acceptable definitions on the six roots,
dusts and consciousnesses between Buddhism and
scientific philosophy

Chia-Chern Chen and Due-Jane Lin
Ming-Hsin Dental Clinic, Tainan, Taiwan

To find the acceptable definitions on the six roots, six dusts and six consciousnesses is
the first step to reduce the gaps between Buddhism and scientific philosophy. For Buddhism,
the six roots, six dusts and six consciousnesses are the cornerstones for constructing the cog-
nitive model. For the purpose of practicing samadhi, the Buddhists should analyze how their
minds interact with their environments. After taking these experiences and going further, they
can concentrate their minds and achieve the right concentration (samyak samadhi). On the
other hand, the psychologists analyze how our sense organs interact with the environments
and the interpretations that our minds have made between those processes, and how we make
decisions according to these interpretations. How close and alike these two behaviors arel

We analyze the cognitive model of the Buddhism from scientific point of view and try to
give it's elements (roots, dusts and consciousnesses) more accurate definitions based on the
anatomy and physiology. To complete all the definitions, we proposed a new relational struc-
ture among the six roots according to the anatomic and physiological structures between the
sense organs and the brain.

Once the definitions were given, we applied the Buddhistic cognitive model with the
new relational structure among the six roots to the analysis of human body-mind structure. We
noticed that the elements in Buddhistic cognitive model are more essential than those in the
behavioral science. All components in the behavioral science can be decomposed into the six
roots, six dusts and six consciousnesses. Thus, by using the acceptable definitions, we can let
the behavioral science and the Buddhistic cognitive model to communicate with each other
without difficulties.

Over all, the discussion on the extension of the six consciousnesses to the nine
consciousnesses is crucial. It reveals the relations between our brains and the twelve linksin
the chain of interdependent co-arising. It also gives some traces to the understanding of the
contents and structures of our higher cortical function.

Keywords: five aggregates (skandhas); six roots; six dusts; six consciousnesses; body-
mind; recognition
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