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American Heritage Dictionary Random House Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary
1. a. Belief in and reverence for a supernatural| 1. A set of beliefs concerning the cause, nature, and purpose of the universe,
power or powers regarded as creator and|  esp. when considered as the creation of a superhuman agency or agencies,

governor of the universe. usually involving devotional and ritual observances, and often containing
a moral code governing the conduct of human affairs.
b. A personal or institutionalized system 2. A specific fundamental set of beliefs and practices generally agreed
grounded in such belief and worship. upon by a number of persons or sects: the Christian religion; the
Buddhist religion.

3. The body of persons adhering to a particular set of beliefs and practices:
a world council of religions.

2. The life or condition of a person in a religious| 4. The life or state of a monk, nun, etc.: to enter religion.
order. 5. The practice of religious beliefs; ritual observance of faith.

3. A set of beliefs, values, and practices based
on the teachings of a spiritual leader.

4. A cause, a principle, or an activity pursued|6. Something one believes in and follows devotedly; a point or matter of]
with zeal or conscientious devotion. ethics or conscience: to make a religion of fighting prejudice.

7. Religions, Archaic. religious rites.

8. Archaic. strict faithfulness; devotion: a religion to one's vow.

5. --idiom. get religion. /nformal. To accept a|9. Get religion, /nformal
higher power as a controlling influence for the| a. to acquire a deep conviction of the validity of religious beliefs and

good in one's life. practices.
b. to resolve to mend one's errant ways: The company got religion and

stopped making dangerous products.

[Middle English religioun, from Old French | [1150-1200; ME religioun (< OF religion ) < L religion- ( s. of religio)
religion, from Latin religio, religion-, perhaps | conscientiousness, piety, equivalent to relig( are ) to tie, fasten (re- RE- +
from religare, to tie fast, to bind fast : re-,re- | ligare to bind, tie; cf. LIGAMENT ) + -idn- -ION; cf. RELY]

+ ligare, to bind]
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