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I SUNYATA IS ABSOLU‘TISM. NOT NIHILISM OR
POSITIVISM
1. Dialectic is the pivot of the Madhyamlka system
And this could emerge as the inherent and inevitable con-
flict developed between the atma and anatma traditions,

~ one drawmg its inspiration from the Upamsads and the

other' from the teachings of Buddha. Dlalectlc is the con-

~ sciousness of the antinomical conflict of Reason in the

opposition of the two ‘moments™—is’ and ‘not-is’; it is at
once their resolution by ansmg to a higher plane of critical
awareness. It has been shown that the Madhyamika dialectic
is but the systematic form of the suggestions already found
in the teachings of Buddha as embodied in the Pali and
other Canons. The Madhyamika develops his characteristic
‘middle-position’, which is really no pdsition, by a trenchant
criticism of the various systems and points of view especially

“of the Abhidharmika system. All this has been treated at’

sufficient length, and it is not proposed to cover. the ground
over again. o o
The Jaina system and Hegel attempt to resolve the

- antinomical conflict in Reason by synthesising the view-

points and evolving a new system incorporating the views.

- For them the conflict is engendered by one-sidedness, and

this, they aver, is removed in a synthesis. For the Madhya-
mika, the synthesis of views is but another view, and it
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(Editor’s note: This is the 14th chapter of T.R. V.

Murti’s “The Central Philosophy of Buddhism”.)



