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Key to Examine the Structural Division of the Scriptural
Annotation

Zhen-ding Shih
Yuan Kuang Buddhist Institute

Abstract

The present writer has previously written a paper on the “compliant-
inverse contemplation” (shunni guan "fi#i{#!) and as the conclusion to
discuss the relationship between the ten categories of three dharmas and
“compliant- inverse contemplation” as laid out in Golden Light Sutra
Commentary (Jin Guan Ming Jing Xuanyi £k PHFE32). However the
questions raised by the author of this commentary are commonly being
debated amongst academics in Taiwan. These causes seemed to have
stemmed from the writings on Catalogue of the Buddhist Library in the
Tang Dynasty (Da Tang Nei Dian Lu 4\?, ['14'$%) by Dao-Xuan.

In order to clarify this ploblem it is necessary to review the core issue.
The definition of “sutra-commentaries” recorded by Dao-Xuan is the key of
the solution in this subject. Tian-Tai’s scriptural is not only influence
continuously on both of the doctrine and practice in China’s Buddhism, but
the mode of writing also of great significance to the explication of China’s
Buddhist scriptural. Hence, through the problematic of this particular

section recorded by Dao-Xuan, this text will investigate the definition of
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China’s Buddhist scriptural annotation as well as claifiying the key that the

“sutra-commentaries” and structural divisions.

This article will examine three major aspects: the whole event that the
titles develop for Vimalakirti-nirdesa-commentary (Wei-mo Jing Shu &7
A, Lotus sutra-commentary (Fa Hua Jing Shu E 2 32 78) written by
Zhi-yi (Fﬁ%ﬁ) and Nirvana sutra-commentary (Nie Pan Jing Shu i} 323%
Z) written by Guan Ding (J#"[), related comments by Zhanran (3 Jf) and
Tian Tai’s monks in the Song Dynasty as well as explication its historical

aspect and transition.

Keywords: interpretation of textual, interpretation of sutra theme,
Vimalakirti-nirdesa-sutra commentary, sutra-commentaries,

Guan Ding, Zhi-yi
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