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yojanani. Parikkhepato pana-
Sabbam satasahassani, chattimsaparimandalam;
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( Tattha—
Duve satasahassani, cattari nahutani ca;
Ettakam bahalattena, sankhatayam vasundhara.
Tassayeva sandharakam—
Cattari satasahassani, attheva nahutani ca;
Ettakam bahalattena, jalam vate patitthitam.
Tassapi sandharako—
Nava satasahassani, maluto nabhamuggato;

Satthificeva sahassani, esa lokassa santhiti. )
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yojanasatasahassani satthi ca yojanasahassani vikkhambhena
va dvadasa yojanasatasahassani tini ca yojanasahassani
addhapaficamani ca yojanasatani parikkhepena chattimsa

yojanasatasahassani dasa ca yojanasahassani addhuddhani
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yojanasatani.) (Denis[1977] > I » texte » 1—2) ™o
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Bow i dg Rt R=zFepItdpg o bm=zt
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*fa- 8= -+ d A  (tassupari apo samatalam
parlmandalam vatamhi thitam. tam hoti apo bahalena cattari
ca yojanasatasahassani asiti ca yojanasahassani
vikkhambhena va dvadasa yojanasatasahassani tini ca
yojanasahassani addhapancamani ca yojanasatani
parikkhepena chattimsa yojanasatasahassani dasa ca
yojanasahassani addhuddhani yojanasatani. ) ( Denis[1977] »
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i f1i+da, (tassupari pathavi samatala
parimandala thita. sa hoti pathavi bahalena dve ca
yojanasatasahassani cattari yojanasahassani vikkhambhena va
dvadasa yojanasatasahassani tini ca yojanasahassani
addhapancamani ca yojanasatani parikkhepena chattimsa

yojanasatasahassani dasa ca yojanasahassani agdhuddhani

174 Denis[1977] > T > traduction - 2 %Y * Le vent a 960.000 yojana d’épaisseur,
1.203.450 yojana de diameter, 3.610.350 yojana de circonférence.

175 Denis[1977] » I > traduction > 2 5% : Au-dessus, I’eau se tient sur le vent comme
sur une surface plane et circulaire. L’eau a 480.000 yojana d’épaisseur, 1.203.450

yojana de diameter, 3.610.350 yojana de circonférence.
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176 Denis[1977] - 1 > traduction » 2 &5 : Au-dessus d’elle, la terre se tient comme sur
une surface plane et circulaire. La terre a 240.000 yojana d’épaisseur, 1.203.450
yojana de diameter, 3.610.350 yojana de circonférence.
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(maluta), “blowing”(anila), he should develop [the kasina] by using [preferably]
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patitthitam, vato akasattho. Hoti kho so, Ananda, samayo, yam mahavata vayanti.
Mahavata vayanta udakam kampenti. Udakam kampitam pathavim kampeti. Ayam

pathamo hetu pathamo paccayo mahato bhimicalassa patubhavaya.”
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for two hundred and fifty years had children who lived for
(only)one hundred.

There will come a time, monks, when the descendants of these

people will live for (only) ten years.
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Tusita and the births of the Buddha(2)

Kuo,chung-sheng

Abstract

Generally speaking, the last —life Bodhisattvas would stay in
the Tusita before they descend to the human realm and obtain
enlightenment (Buddha-hood). The births of the Buddhas can be
observed through the aspects of space and time.

From the aspect of space, the doctrine of the
tri-sahasra-maha-sahasra-loka-dhatu (trichiliocosm)” can be
found in the early Buddhist texts. The Yogacarabhumi-sastra and
other texts further state that the world systems within
trichiliocosm shall be renovated and destructed altogether. The
highest realm of the trichiliocosm is said to be “brahmaloka”,
however, this word can be referred to as the first dhyana realm,
or it can also go as broad as to include the whole Form Realms
and even the Formless Realm. Therefore, the concept of
trichiliocosm contains the diversity of Buddhist cosmology,
including the world structure, the process of renovation,

destruction and duration of both, the increase and decrease of
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human life-span etc.

A trichiliocosm is a Buddha-field, domain of one Buddha’s
teaching career. This is in compliance with saying of the sutras;
yet, Buddha’s activity can extend beyond his field. This can also
lead to the reflection on the meaning of this world being finite
or infinite.

The concept of Buddha-field suggests that there are
Buddhas in ten directions. The doctrine of “one-Buddha-only”
emphasizes that there is only one Buddha throughout the world,
who can give teachings to countless sentient beings according to
their own potentials. Yet merely from the concept of “Buddhas in
ten directions” still is not enough to express what said the
Mahayanasamgraha: Innumerable sentient beings accomplish
their practices simultaneously, and births of Buddha should not
be only in a sequential order. the plurality of Buddha is affirmed.
The significance of bodhisattva doctrine in Mahayana should be
understood as emphasis on bodhisattva practice and there are
innumerable bodhisattvas simultaneously accomplished their
practices in different Buddha-field.

From the aspect of time, Early Buddhist texts confirms the
possibility of many Buddhas in the future. There are different
understandings on what the term “bhadrakalpa(auspicious eon)”
actually means. The concepts of Thousand Buddha of the
Bhadrakalpa” , and “Five hundred Buddha of Bhadrakalpa”

appeared in later times. Moreover, some opined that these
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Buddhas of Bhadrakalpa can be seen as the at-the-same-time
Buddhas.

According to the unanimous traditions of all the schools of
Buddhism, Maitreya is the Buddha next to Gautama Buddha.
There are three contexts to know the time Bodhisattva Maitreya,
now living in Tusita, will descend to the human realm: 1. cycle of
renovation, destruction of the world. 2. life-span of Tusita beings.
3. decline of Gautama Buddha’s dispensation.

Life-span of Tusita beings is equivalent to 576,000,000 of
human years according to early Buddhist texts, Chinese Buddhist
texts, however, saw a variety of traditions as to when Buddha
Maitreya will appear. We may see it same as what Chih-pan put:
“Discourse of Buddha is consistent, the seeming discrepancy is
due to the faculties of the disciples, and wordings of the

translators through the ages.”

Keywords : Cosmology - trichiliocosm - buddhas in the

Fortunate Aeon ~ Buddha-field - Maitreya - life-span in Tusita



