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Richard Gombrich’s approach and
argument on recovering the Buddha’s

original meaning

Kin-Tung Yit
Abstract

This article attempts to examine Richard Gombrich’s approach and
argument on how to recover the Buddha’s original meaning in the Pali
sutta literatures in early Buddhism. Gombrich indicates that the Buddha
explained some important Buddhist doctrines by using metaphor and
allusions, in order to oppose Brahmanical teachings. He claims that to
understand the meaning of these doctrines, it is necessary to go back to the
Brahmanical context. And he criticizes that later commentaries, while
missing this point, had often offered inaccurate interpretation. This article
turns to evaluate Gombrich’s view, and tries to point out some of his
inadequate considerations. This is done by collecting reviews from some
scholars, as well as adding the author’s criticism towards Gombrich’s one
particular argument on equating the union with the Brahman to the
Buddhist final liberation (nibbana).

Keywords: Buddha, original meaning, early Buddhism, Pali suttas,

Brahmanism, metaphor, allusions
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