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A Commentary toward Zhang-zai s
Zhi-Xue-Cheng-Sheng Theory

Cheng-Yang Chen *

Abstract

The aim of this article isto discuss philosophical meaning of Zhang-
zai's Zhi-Xue-Cheng-Sheng theory. The full text is divided into three
aspects. to start with, this article defines how Zhang-zai formulated
"Sheng-ren’ (a sage) and distinguished similarities and dissimilarities
between “Sheng-ren’(a sage), Da-ren’(a respectful ?) and “Xian-ren’(a
person of virtue). In the next place, to explore " Sheng-shi-fou-ke-xue-er-
zhi’ (Can Sage be copied)? In order to establish the theory of "Ren-jie-
ke-cheng-sheng’' (Everyone can be a sage), Zhang-zai took Qi-lun (Qi
Theory) as foundation and also based on three framework of Ren-xing-
lun (the theory of human nature). These frameworks are: "Tian-ren-he
-yi’( Combination of heaven and human), "Tian-di-zhi-xing'( Nature of
heaven and earth), “Xi-zhi-zhi-xing’ ( Nature of temperament) and "Bian-
hua-qi-zhi’ (Transformation of temperament). Finally, to interpret how
Zhang-zai put Zhi-Xue-Cheng-Sheng into practice in a section of Sheng
-ru-he-xue’ (How to imitate Sage).

Keywords : Unity of the heaven and man, Transforming one's physical
nature, By restraining one's natural mind, Nature of heaven and earth

* Nan-Hua University, Department of Philosophy, Associate Professor
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