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A Conceptual Study on Venerable Master Hsing Yun's
Humanistic Buddhism and Folk Beliefs

Cheng Gongrang
Professor, Center for Chinese Cultural Research Institute, Nanjing University

Abstract

This paper argues that thoughts of folk belief are not only a deep foundation
of Venerable Master Hsing Yun's "Yilan Experience" in his early days, but also an
important component of his ideology of Humanistic Buddhism. In this paper, the
thought process of development, the main theoretical opinion, and the ideological
value of his thinking towards folk belief, are given intensive analysis and inspection,
in particular, from the perspective of the development of the Chinese belief system in
the 20th century. This paper attempts to understand Venerable Master's thoughts on the
value of superstition, pointing out all related materials and interpretations of Venerable
Master to establish our observations on the development of Chinese Buddhism in the
20th century, and the change in perspectives as well as marking a major ideological and

symbolic event in the development of thoughts in the Chinese beliefs system.

Keywords: Venerable Master Hsing Yun, folk beliefs, Humanistic Buddhism,

superstition.
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