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Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s Humanistic Buddhism
and Huayan Thought

Qiu Gaoxing

Professor, China Jiliang University, College of Humanities and Social Studies

Abstract

The main topic of this paper is the relationship between Venerable Master
Hsing Yun’s Humanistic Buddhism, its theory and practice, and Huayan thought.
This paper is divided into three parts. In the first part, the investigation takes the
perspective of the theoretical origins of Humanistic Buddhism and points at the
relationship of the two doctrines. In particular, there is a good compatibility as
Huayan thought is the fundamental basis of Humanistic Buddhism. Venerable
Master Hsing Yun uses Huayan thought to explain Humanistic Buddhism, referring
to “unimpeded interaction of noumenon and phenomenon.” In the second part,
the investigation takes the perspective of the Huayan concept, “deep entry into
the dharma realm.” It discusses the teachings of the fifty-three wise and virtuous
friends and how they are reflected in the activities and practice of Fo Guang Shan
Humanistic Buddhism. The paper indicates various occasions when Venerable
Master Hsing Yun uses the Huayan philosophy of “deep entry into the dharma
realm,” and the fifty-three teachings which Sudhana receives to illustrate the way
Humanistic Buddhism proceeds into every aspect of essential nature, especially
where surficial views and traditional Buddhism do not actively interact. In the third
part, the investigation takes the perspective of the establishment of a Humanistic
Pure Land, surveying that the lotus world of each Buddha, the Pure Land, and
Huayan thought all constitute the Fo Guang Humanistic Pure Land theory of
establishment and its ideological background.

Keywords: Humanistic Buddhism, Huayan, Avatamsaka Sutra, noumenon and
phenomenon, unimpeded, deep entry into the dharma realm, lotus
world of each Buddha, Pure Land
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