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Guang Shan Institute of Humanistic Buddhism

On Six Letters to Youths — An Early Work of Venerable
Master Hsing Yun: Letters on the Reform of Buddhism and
Humanistic Buddhist Faith

Kan, Cheng-tsung
Assistant Professor, Department of Buddhist Studies, Fo Guang University

Abstract

Starting in December 1952, a young Venerable Master Hsing Yun published
six encouraging letters of advice to six young Buddhists addressing the challenges
and issues encountered in their lives. The letters were thereafter referred to
as the Six Letters to Youths. Through anecdotes, the six letters dealt directly
with the problems faced by educated youths in their lives, as well as some
misunderstandings that society has had about Buddhism for a long time. The
letters delivered information on what the right perspectives and right views of
Buddhists should be. Although the writing style of these letters is different from his
contemporary work, Bells, Gongs and Wooden Fish, both have shown significant
similarity in their advocacy of the importance of Buddhist youths and the concept
of Buddhist reform.

Keywords: Venerable Master Hsing Yun, Humanistic Buddhism, educated youths,
seminar, Yilan
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