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Guang Shan Institute of Humanistic Buddhism

Divinity in Humanistic Buddhism: The Foundations of
Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s Buddhist Thought

Li Xiangping
Director, Religion and Social Sciences Faculty, East China Normal University

Abstract

Buddhism assimilated the characteristics of Chinese secular culture, particularly
after the reformation of Buddhism initiated by Master Taixu. Humanistic Buddhism
is, no doubt, a very important stage in the development of Chinese Buddhism, and
is exemplified by Venerable Master Hsing Yun’s thoughts and deeds, particularly in
founding the Fo Guang Shan monastic order. In particular, it attaches importance to
secularism, it lacks the notion of a state of highest Buddhahood, it lacks religious
practice, and at best, it's only personal practice is to become a better person and
handle mundane matters with greater ease. Humanistic Buddhism, thus, is concerned
with matters that bear no relationship whatsoever — in the study of Buddhism — with
transcendence, spiritual transcendence, and attaining Buddhahood. Humanistic
Buddhism belongs to the laity. Even in monastic life there is still no notion of
divinity. This paper examines the thoughts of Venerable Master Hsing Yun and Hu-
manistic Buddhism from the perspective of the social sciences.

Keywords: Venerable Master Hsing Yun, Humanistic Buddhism, divinity,
Buddhism and Social Sciences
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