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Abstract  

This essay examines the ontological aesthetics and practical developments observed in 

contemporary Chinese tea ceremony. Traditional Chinese tea culture encompasses Zen 

teaism in Buddhism, Tao teaism in Taoism, and tea rituals in Confucianism. Together with 

the development of the art of tea in Taiwan during the second half of the last century, the art 

of tea in 20th century Taiwan was one that integrated literati tea concepts with Zen teaism, 

Tao teaism, and Confucian tea rituals, which was presented on aesthetic platforms. In the 21st 

century, to innovate contemporary Chinese tea ceremony requires further in-depth 

internalization of the three cultures of Buddhism, Taoism, and Confucianism, with the 

ontology of appreciating beauty explored and presented. It needs to move beyond aesthetical 

experiences, external rituals or performances, with the ontology of aesthetic sensibility 

regarded as its goal for the realization of the aesthetics of life encompassed in contemporary 

tea ceremony. Therefore, the ontological hermeneutics in Zen teaism, Tao teaism, and tea 

rituals is related to ontological aesthetics. The Chinese aesthetic tradition formed by Li Zehou 

is a form of ontological aesthetic. Books on aesthetics written by Li are some of the most 

significant ontology-based studies on 20th century 1980s Chinese aesthetics, including The 

Path of Beauty(1981), Four Essays on Aesthetics(1989), and The Chinese Aesthetic 

Tradition(1989). The following definition on ontological aesthetic is provided by Cheng 

Chung-ying, “The so-called ontological aesthetic is to experience, familiarize, discover, and 

create the values of beauty by returning to an internal and external foundation based on 

aesthetic intuition, aesthetic experience, and aesthetic judgment. Furthermore, they should be 

integrated into the awareness for life and also incorporated into everyday practices, leading to 

the realization that the formation of the fundamental energy and overall perception for life 

itself, spirit itself is essentially an innovative process.” This essay begins with the following 

 
 

four states of ontological aesthetics: State of Emotion: Literati Tea-making; State of Mind: 

Taste Zen in Tea; State of Vision: Life with Tea; and State of Tao: Tao, the Truth, Imitates 

Nature, with ontological hermeneutics conducted on contemporary Chinese tea ceremony. 

Furthermore, this essay also examines development strategies for contemporary tea 

ceremony. Lastly, the ethos and the objectives behind tea offering are explained, proposing 

tea offering ceremony as a practical platform for the ontological hermeneutics of 

contemporary Chinese tea ceremony. 

 

Keywords: Tea ceremony, ontological aesthetic, Li Zehou, Taste Zen In 
Tea, tea offering  
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⼤大覺滿⾜足尊，為眾敷演法，皆說於⼀一乘，無有⼆二乘道。︒｡⼀一味無相利，猶如太虛

空，無有不容受，隨其性各異。︒｡皆得於本處，如彼離⼼心我，⼀一法之所成，諸有同異

⾏行。︒｡悉獲於本利，滅絕⼆二相⾒見，寂靜之涅槃，亦不住取證。︒｡⼊入於決定處，無相無有

⾏行，空⼼心寂滅地，寂滅⼼心無⽣生。︒｡同彼⾦金剛性，不壞於三寶，具六波羅蜜，度諸⼀一切

⽣生。︒｡超然出三界，皆不以⼩小乘，⼀一味之法印，⼀一乘之所成。︒｡ 
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⽟玉蕊⼀一槍稱絕品，僧家造法極功夫。︒｡兔⽑毛甌淺⾹香雲⽩白，蝦眼湯翻細浪俱。︒｡斷送

睡魔離幾席，增添清氣⼊入肌膚。︒｡幽叢⾃自落溪巖外，不肯移根⼊入上都。︒｡

	  

茶，茶，瑤萼，瓊芽，⽣生空慧，出虛華。︒｡清爽神氣，招召雲霞。︒｡正是吾⼼心事，

休⾔言世味誇。︒｡⼀一盃惟李⽩白興，七碗屬盧仝家。︒｡⾦金則獨能烹⽟玉藻，便令傳透放⾦金花。
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坐間總是神仙客，天上靈芝今⽇日得。︒｡採時惟我識根源，碾處無⼈人知品格。︒｡塵散

瓊瑤分外⾹香，湯澆雪浪於中⽩白。︒｡清懷不論死⽣生分，爽氣每嫌天地窄。︒｡七椀道情通舊

因，⼀一傳禪味開⼼心特。︒｡蕩滌⽅方虛寂靜真，從茲更沒凡塵隔。︒｡

昔時曾⾒見趙州來，今⽇日盧仝七碗猜。︒｡烹罷還知何處去，清⾵風送我到蓬萊。︒｡21 

慧⼑刀磨快劈迷蒙，剉碎家緣割⼰己空，⽕火焰⾼高焚端⼦子午，⽔水源深決潤西東。︒｡上中

下正開⼼心⽉月，精氣神全得祖⾵風，既⾒見舊時親⾯面⽬目，更無今⽇日假英雄。︒｡五重⽟玉⼾戶光⽣生

彩，⼀一粒⾦金丹⾊色變紅，⾃自在真⼈人歸岳頂，⼿手攜芝草步蓮宮。︒｡茶⾔言湯語是⾵風哥，芝草

閑談果若何，不可⼈人前誇了了，須知物外笑呵呵。︒｡⾚赤⿓龍攪海添離⽔水，紫焰安爐養坎

                                                
20 697

20  
21 697

20  

 
 

河，⽊木⾺馬還能從⽔水虎，⾦金翁須是娶⿈黃婆。︒｡汞鉛亘昔交加作，兒⼥女今朝嬰姹多，坐客

同歸迴⾸首度，教君也得出⾼高坡。︒｡ 

                                                
22 460
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⼀一槍茶，⼆二旗茶，休獻⼼心機名利家，無眠為作差。︒｡無為茶，⾃自然茶，天賜休⼼心

與道家，無眠功⾏行家。︒｡ 

紫芝湯，紫芝湯，⼀一遍煎時⼀一遍⾹香，⼀一杯萬事忘。︒｡神砂湯，神砂湯，服罷主賓

分兩廂，攜雲現⽟玉皇。
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